Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino (CGS) - Barzakh Festival 2023

g y € 4

o ———

i

Discover new global sounds as powerful tradition-bearers and genre-shattering musicians converge over
two evenings that blend cultures, styles, and genres. Barzakh Festival draws inspiration from the idea to

create a meeting place of musical streams that crosses diverse cultures. Global-minded musicians reflecting
varied influences and identities bring the contemporary and the traditional together in a boundary-

shattering lineup filled with musical revelations.

Get to know... CANZONIERE GRECANICO SALENTINO

ltaly’s fascinating dichotomy of tradition and modernity come
together in the music of CGS: the seven-piece band and dancer
are the leading exponents in a new wave of young performers
re-inventing Southern lItaly’s pizzica musical and dance
traditions for today’s global audience. Canzoniere Grecanico

Salentino is regarded as ltaly’s leading and longest-standing
traditional music ensemble, hailing from Salento, the heel of the
ltalian boot, in Puglia. They have revitalized both the rousing
and the introspective sides of Southern Italian song and dance.

WHAT IS TARANTA?

Most of the songs played by Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino
are music for dance: the traditional dance of Salento, called
pizzica or, nowadays, taranta. This dance is linked to a local

cultural phenomenon called tarantism; sometimes it is
danced between a woman and a man as a form of courtship.
This kind of music is passional, obsessive, and conducive to
trance, owing to the fact that its main rhythmical actor is a
local type of frame drum, the tamburello, which resounds like
a never-stopping beating heart.

THE ARTS CENTER AT NYUAD

GET TO KNOW GUIDES


https://www.nyuad-artscenter.org/en_US/events/festivals/barzakh-festival-3/
https://www.nyuad-artscenter.org/en_US/events/2023/cgs-canzoniere-grecanico-salentino-lemma/
https://www.visititaly.eu/history-and-traditions/history-of-pizzica-salentina-between-dance-and-magic
https://canzonieregrecanicosalentino.net/?lang=en
https://canzonieregrecanicosalentino.net/?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdaGpAP7CtM
https://www.britannica.com/science/tarantism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWIUzt4u994

THE ARTS CENTER AT NYUAD GET TO KNOW GUIDES

Artist Inspiration

Tarantism is without a doubt the most studied of
Salentine cultural phenomenon and a big influence
on CGS's art form. The cultural phenomenon is
popularly believed to result from the bite of a kind
of spider called taranta. The spider’s bite would
put its victims (tarantati) in a state of heightened
excitability and restlessness which could only be
overcome by engaging in frenzied dancing.

Learn More @ FURTHER READINGS

@ FURTHER VIEWING
Tarantism by Jean Fogo Russel
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