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A. Personal Statement

I have been in science for four decades and my enthusiasm is still as fresh as the first day. Over the years, my
laboratory has switched from in vitro molecular biology and protein structure, to developmental neurobiology
and electrophysiology. We have managed to make significant contributions to all of these fields, in large part,
because of the quality of the people | attract to the lab, the best PhD students in our program and exceptional
postdocs from all over the world. PhD students and post-docs join my lab because of our excellent scientific
output, as well as the very interactive and friendly atmosphere in the lab and the department. Most of my
previous PhDs and postdocs have continued on to have brilliant academic careers and remain in close contact
with me. | also take my mission as an educator and mentor very seriously, not only for the scientists in my lab
but also for the undergraduates at NYU. | teach or have taught the two largest classes of Biology, freshman
Principles of Biology and sophomore Molecular and Cell biology Il. I believe that | manage to convey the
message of science with enthusiasm and passion, and was recently honored with a teaching award from NYU.
Many of my undergrads also join the lab as researchers and have coauthored numerous scientific articles (I
have nearly a dozen undergrad researchers in the lab every year, and all obtain University funding for their
research!). | am also dedicated to serving the community by organizing many meetings and by serving as an
editor for several important journals where | try to promote creative science.

B. Positions and Honors.

1972-75: Eléve Professeur, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Saint Cloud, France.

1975-78: Assistant, Biophysics, School of Medicine, Hopital Saint Antoine, University of Paris VI.

1978-81: Assistant, Biochemistry, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Fontenay aux Roses, France.

1981-84: Maitre de Conférence, Biochemistry, ENS Fontenay aux Roses, France.

1984-87: Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Biochemistry, U.C.S.F., San Francisco.

1987-92: Assistant Professor & Assistant Investigator, HHMI, The Rockefeller University, NY.

1992-99: Associate Professor & Associate Investigator, HHMI, The Rockefeller University, NY.

1999-present: Silver Professor, Dept. Biology, New York University; Director, Center for Developmental
Genetics; Affiliate Member, Center for Neural Science, NYU; Member Neuroscience Institute NYU.

Honors:

1972: Admission at “Ecole Normale Supérieure de Saint Cloud”

1975: "Agregation” Physiology & Biochemistry

1983: Fellowship, Fondation Simone et Cino Del Duca Award

1984: Fellowship from the Association pour la Recherche sur le Cancer

1984-85: Fogarty Postdoctoral Fellowship
1986-87: EMBO Postdoctoral Fellowship
1987-88: Andre Meyer Fellow, Rockefeller Univ.
2004 Silver Professor, NYU

2006: Sokol Award for the Sciences, NYU

2007: Elected Fellow of the New York Academy of Sciences; elected Member of the AAAS
2008: Elected Associate Member of EMBO

2014: “Golden Dozen” Teaching Award, NYU

2016: Grand Prix Charles-Mayer, French Academy of Sciences

2018: Elected member of the National Academy of Sciences

2020: Edwin G. Conklin Medal from the Society for Developmental Biology
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External Referee:

NIH Dev-2 Study Section (2007, permanent member 2009-2013, ad hoc since)

NIH “BDPE/VIS-C” (permanent member,1999-2004), Ad hoc since

NIH “Molecular Biology” Study Section (Ad Hoc member,1995,1998);

NIH “Cell Biology” (MDCN-4) Study Sections (Ad Hoc member,1999) .

NSF “Developmental Mechanisms”, 1995-2008.

CNRS ATIP “Developmental and Cellular Biology” (1992-2009).

NIH Laboratory of Molecular Genetics, NICHHD, Site Visit (1995, 1997, 2007, 2015).

The Wellcome Trust.

Damon Runyon, Scientific Advisory Committee, 2002-2007.

Fullbright committee (2007)

Pew National Advisory Committee (2012-2019)

Scientific Advisory Boards (last 4 years): EMBL, Heidelberg (2015); Blavatnik National Committee (2012-
present; chair in 2015); VIB Leuven, Belgium (2015, 2018); Johns Hopkins (2014); NIH: National Eye Institute,
(2014); NeuroPsy Paris-Saclay Institute (2013, 2018); Center for Developmental Biology, Toulouse (2013);
Institut Jacques Monod, Paris (2012); Champalimaud Lisbon (2012); CABD, Sevilla (2011, 2018); NYU Abu
Dhabi Institute Advisory Committee (2010-2012); Institut Curie, Paris (2011, 2018).

Journal Editorial Boards:

- Editor: Science Board of Reviewing Editors.
PL0S Genetics Associate Editor
Developmental Biology Associate Editor
PLoS Biology Academic Editor

Frontiers Neuroscience Associate Editor

Development, Genes and Evolution (formerly “Roux’s Archives”), Associate Editor
- Editorial boards: Development, EMBO Reports, BMC Dev. Biol., Open Biology.
Reviewer: Nature & Nature family, Cell and Cell press journals, Science, Neuron, PLOS journals, Genes &
Development, Current Biology, Development, EMBO J., Mol. Cell. Biol., PNAS, Dev. Biol., J. Neuro., Mech. of
Dev., J. Mol. Biol., J. Biol. Chem., Genomics, Trends In Genetics, etc.
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31) Courgeon M., and_Desplan C.

Coordination between stochastic and deterministic specification in the Drosophila visual system
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D. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

-NIH RO1EY017916 Pl Claude Desplan _ _ _ 2/2007 1/2020

Investlgates how temporal and spatlal patternlng of neuroblasts generate neural dlverS|ty
-NIH RO1 EY13010 Pl: Claude Desplan 9/1999 - 9/2020

How do stochastic choices and spontaneous activity in the retina coordinates patterning of the optic lobes?

-NIH RO1 EY13012 PI: Claude Desplan 9/1999 - 9/2020
A on in the vi
Investigate how neurons find their target layers and build retinotopy in the optic lobe.

-NIH RO1 A6058762 Pls: Danny Relnberg & Claude Desplan 9/2018 — 8/2023

- NYU Abu Dhabi Multi PI 3/2012 — 8/2022

NYU Abu Dhabi provides students from over 110 nationalities with a merit-based free American undergraduate
education. This grant supports the Center for Genomics and Systems Biology to help local NYU Abu Dhabi
faculty develop their research. The money has to be spent exclusively in Abu Dhabi.
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