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8:30 - 9:15 AM

9:20 - 9:50 AM

9:50 - 11:15 AM

AUDITORIUM

* Best for all audiences

11:30 - 12:30 PM

AUDITORIUM

* Best for all audiences

ROOM 001C

* Led by Hero Al-Qaisi

* Best for NYUAD
Members and
Community Supporters

REGISTRATION

WELCOME REMARKS

KEYNOTE PANEL:
INCLUSION - PRESENT STATUS AND
EMERGING PERSPECTIVES

This panel features perspectives on inclusion shared by individuals
with lived experiences, family members, educators, professionals,
and policy makers.

Mohammed Al Shamsi
Vice President, Emirates School
Establishment

PANELISTS:

Nancy Karaan

POD Section Head, Department
of Community Development
Samia Zaigham

Unified Champion School Award
Recipient, Al Yasat Private
School

Arham Zia
Autism Self Avocate

Uzma Asker

Special Needs Coach Tala Al-Ramahi

Director, Office of Strategic
Marco Aurelio Affairs, Presidential Court

Father of Autistic Student

Nof Al Mazrui
Co-Founder, The Developing
Child Center

BLOCK 1

A JOURNEY OF MULTI-
DISCIPLINARY SUPPORT

This session will present a case example of a young boy’s journey in
school with the support of his multidisciplinary team comprising of
educators, special educators, speech therapists, ABA therapist, and
parents. Panelists will share the challenges, the victories, their ever-
evolving process, and the lessons learned.

EN + AR

UNIFIED COMMUNITY
TRAINING, MODULE #1

SO-UAEFE’s Unified Community Training is designed to sensitize
community members towards the challenges and support needs of
individuals with IDD (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities).
This training includes introspective activities, open discussions about
making room for uncomfortable experiences, and evidence-based
support strategies that attendees can implement to be of better
support. Participants who complete both modules with receive a
certificate of attendance.

12:30 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 2:30 PM

LECTURE HALL

* Led by Dr. Sarah Mead
+ Amal Ali Al-Jasmi

* Best for educators and
professionals

LUNCH, FIRESIDE CHAT, AND NETWORKING

BLOCK 2

A CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT STRATEGY: EN
THE GOOD BEHAVIOR GAME

This presentation will provide an overview of the Good Behavior
Game (GBG), an easy-to-implement classroom management strategy
with over 50 years of evidence, that teachers from early years
through high school can use in their classrooms.

ROOM 004

* Led by Saman Hussain

* Best for parents and
caregivers

A JOURNEY OF VALUES: ALIGNING EN
CHOICES WITH WHAT WE VALUE MOST

Through guided visualizations, journaling prompts, group
discussions, and play-based learning activities, this experiential
workshop takes parents through a journey of reflection and
introspection, enabling them to visualize what is best for themselves
and their children and to reconnect with their values to make
informed choices.

ROOM 005

* Led by Hafsa Qadeer
+ Manal Hassan

* Best for parents and
caregivers

PREPARING YOUTH FOR INCLUSIVE EN
EMPLOYMENT AT DIFFERENT LIFE STAGES

Hafsa Qadeer, CEO and Founder at ImInclusive, UAE’s 1st social
certified inclusive employment platform joins Manal El Faraj, a parent
of determination to share tips on inclusive employment at various
stages of life for all people of determination. Through the lens of

a parent, both experts highlight the role of community, education
and parents in building skillset of young people of determination.

2:45 - 3:45 PM

LECTURE HALL

* Led by Michelle
Chioccola

* Best for parents,
caregivers, and
professionals

Sunday, May 7, 2023

BLOCK 3

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR EN
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

The session features a discussion on the benefits of engaging PoDs
in recreational activities. Presenters will address common barriers to
participation and will provide solutions as well as general guidelines
for selecting appropriate activities.

ROOM 006

* Led by Dr. Shannon
Ward

* Best for educators and
professionals

CONSENT AND ASSENT EN

This session will discuss what assent is, the difference between
consent and assent, why it matters, who it applies to, and how to
collect it. It will focus on why educators might consider including
assent practices in their classrooms, what can be gained from doing
so, and discuss anticipated challenges.

ROOM 005

* Led by Emanuela
Breglia + Heleen van
der Merwe

* Best for educators and
professionals

SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH SPEECH EN
LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION
NEEDS IN THE CLASSROOM

This session will explore adaptations you can make to your
classroom environment to ensure that it is inclusive and accessible
for every student in your class. A classroom that makes adaptations
will be especially beneficial for children with special education needs
and those with speech, language and communication difficulties.

ROOM 009

* Led by Mohammed
Al Shamsi

* Best for parents and
caregivers

ARABIC FAMILY SESSION #1: AR
CHALLENGES FACED BY PEOPLE OF
DETERMINATION IN THE SCHOOL
ENVIRONMENT

This session sheds light on students of determination who face
challenges in schools. Who are they? How are they different? What
are the unique challenges they face in society and in the school
environment? This is also a space to discuss these challenges,
analyze them, and brainstorm solutions to support.

ROOM 009

* Led by Nusaibah
Al Ameri

* Best for parents and
caregivers

ARABIC FAMILY SESSION #2: PARENTING AR
CHILDREN OF DETERMINATION

Navigating parenting can be a confusing journey as we try different
strategies and try to balance between our values and the parenting
tips we receive from different sources. This lecture aims to bridge
the gap by presenting values-based parenting in light of the
psychosocial needs of typically developing children and children of
determination, specifically Autism.

ROOM 001C

* Led by Nipa Bhuptani

* Best for NYUAD
Members and
Community Supporters

UNIFIED COMMUNITY TRAINING, EN
MODULE #2

SO-UAEFE’s Unified Community Training is designed to sensitize
community members towards the challenges and support needs of
individuals with IDD (Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities).
This training includes introspective activities, open discussions about
making room for uncomfortable experiences, and evidence-based
support strategies that attendees can implement to be of better
support. Participants who complete both modules with receive a
certificate of attendance.

ROOM 001C

* Best for NYUAD
Members and
Community Supporters

3:45 - 5:00 PM
ROOM OO0O1A

+ 001B

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS EN
TO INCLUSION

This NYUAD Student moderated panel features stories from
community members and volunteers about their experiences
engaging in inclusive activities alongside people with IDD. This
session will be an open discussion where panelists will share their
challenges, highlights, lessons learned, and growth journey, in
hopes to inspire other community members to take a step towards
engaging in similar activities, get educated, and do their part
towards a more inclusive society.

ROUNDTABLES

With SEDRA, Special Olympics, ABTI, and other Community Partners

* Open to all
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