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ABOUT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY ABU DHABI

Established in partnership between New York University and the Government of Abu Dhabi, NYU Abu Dhabi
has over the past decade assembled a remarkable community of scholars, students, researchers, artists,
inventors, entrepreneurs, and more. Together, they have contributed to the growth of the UAE’s capital as
a global hub of knowledge and culture, and also helped build a new model of higher education for today’s
complex world.

NYUAD's strength is drawn from its unique combination of NYU’s global network and Abu Dhabi’s open,
innovative character and strategic location at a global crossroads. It allows NYUAD to offer the best liberal
arts and sciences education within a deeply immersive cross-cultural experience to equip students for an
increasingly interconnected world.

In just over a decade, NYUAD has established itself as a leading University in and of Abu Dhabi, in and of
New York University, and in and of the world. This new model of higher education is helping to shape the
next generation of leaders through the latest educational and extracurricular experiences, in a city growing
fast as a center of ideas, innovation, and talent.

We are delighted you could join us for the 10th anniversary celebrations and we invite you to learn more
about our unique learning community and celebrate our story within the UAE and beyond. The celebrations
will include:

e The publication of The Origin Story: An Oral History of the Founding of NYU Abu Dhabi 2005-2010
which tells the unique story of how the vision for NYUAD evolved to become the world-class in-
stitution we know today from those that were there.

e The premiere of This is NYU Abu Dhabi, a feature film telling the story of NYUAD through the eyes
of students and faculty - joining them on their unigque learning and teaching journeys at the Uni-
versity and across the globe.

e A series of events entitled The Tenth Talks, with each episode focusing on a specific area of the
University’s achievements in its first decade and contributions toward tackling some of humanity’s
shared challenges.

e The launch of a special 10 year report, which showcases the highlights, milestones and achieve-
ments of the University, its students and faculty, during its first decade.

SCHEDULE OF VIRTUAL EVENTS

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
*All timings are Gulf Standard Time
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Welcome Remarks and Special Video Tribute

NYU Abu Dhabi Class of 2024 student Hamdan Jaroor will offer brief welcome remarks to a
global virtual audience, followed by a special video tribute featuring government, business,
and community leaders from the UAE and around the world.

Tenth Talk - The Origin Story: The Founding of NYU Abu Dhabi

Tenth Talk - Shaping Sustainability: Combating Climate Change Collectively

Tenth Talk - Rhodes Scholars Reunited: From Abu Dhabi to Oxford, and Back

Tenth Talk - Conscientious Conservation: Environmental Stewardship at NYUAD and Beyond

Tenth Talk - Innovation Nation: Entrepreneurship in the UAE

Film Premiere of This is NYU Abu Dhabi

Wednesday, September 22, 2021

3pm

3:05pm
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Welcome Remarks and Special Video Tribute

NYU Abu Dhabi Class of 2023 student Mahra AlMulla will offer brief welcome remarks to a
global virtual audience, followed by a special video tribute featuring government, business,
and community leaders from the UAE and around the world.

Tenth Talk - NYU Abu Dhabi: The Future of Global Education

Tenth Talk - Ideas Capital Abu Dhabi

Tenth Talk - Contribution in a Crisis: NYUAD’s COVID-19 Response

Tenth Talk - Innovation Nation: Diversification Through Al

Tenth Talk - NYUAD and The Art of Change

Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba’s Viewing Party of selected clips from This is NYU Abu Dhabi

More exciting content is available to explore on the 10th anniversary website.
Visit nyuad.nyu.edu/10 to learn more about our unique learning community and cele-
brate our story within the UAE and beyond.




ABOUT THIS IS NYU ABU DHABI

Ten years ago, Abu Dhabi and New York University set out to develop a new model of higher education. This
is the story of NYU Abu Dhabi and its pioneering global community of students and faculty.

The documentary-style feature film, produced by BAFTA and Emmy Award winning filmmaker Anthony
Geffen of Atlantic Productions, showcases how the University has impacted the lives of its students from
around the world, and articulates the opportunities created by an NYUAD education.

The film seeks to capture the bold and intrepid spirit which has marked NYUAD from the very beginning. In
just over a decade, NYUAD has built a remarkable and diverse community of students, faculty, and staff who
are ready to meet the needs and opportunities of our time. Each has their own unigque perspective, and the

film tells the story of NYUAD through their eyes.

This is NYU Abu Dhabi Premiere

On September 21 at 8om GST NYUAD will premiere This is NYU Abu Dhabi for audiences in the UAE and
around the globe. The virtual film screening will include a discussion with members of the NYUAD commu-
nity who appear in the film along with Executive Producer Anthony Geffen.

Moderator
Mina Al-Oraibi, Editor in Chief, The National

Mina Al-Oraibi is the Editor in Chief of The National newspaper, a daily English language regional newspaper
based in Abu Dhabi. An lragi-British journalist, Mina has over 18 years of experience covering Middle East-
ern, European and American affairs. She has conducted multiple high profile interviews including with Iraqgi
Prime Minister Mustafa AlKadhimi, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, former President of the World Bank
Jim Yong Kim and former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair. Prior to assuming the role of Editor in Chief of The
National, Mina was a Senior Fellow at the Institute for State Effectiveness and a Yale World Fellow. Before
starting her fellowship at Yale, Mina was the Assistant Editor-in-Chief of Asharg Alawsat, the international

Arab-language daily newspaper 2011-2015.

Participants

Anthony Geffen, CEO, Atlantic Productions

As a film-maker Anthony has won four British academy awards and nine Emmys. Wired remarked Anthony
is ‘behind some of the most exciting advancements in VR, AR and Al storytelling’. He is CEO of four creative
companies: Atlantic Productions, ZooVFX, Alchemy Immersive and Colossus films. He holds the record for
shooting drama at the highest altitude for his award-winning theatrical film, The Wildest Dream: Conguest
of Everest.

He is renowned for gaining extraordinary access:

making The Coronation with Queen Elizabeth I, introducing David Attenborough to President Obama at
the White House (one of 13 Attenborough projects). In 2019 Anthony filmed the deepest ever manned sub-
mersible dive to the bottom of the Mariana Trench. Anthony regularly collaborates with leading scientific
institutions and tech companies.

Mariét Westermann, Vice Chancellor, NYUAD

Mariét Westermann is vice chancellor and chief executive of NYUAD. She previously served as executive
vice president of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, where she oversaw grantmaking and research. Wester-
mann was also the first provost of NYUAD and director and professor of NYU’s Institute of Fine Arts, associ-
ate director of research at the Clark Art Institute, and a faculty member at Rutgers University. As a historian
of Netherlandish art she has authored numerous scholarly and museum publications, including the widely
read A Worldly Art: The Dutch Republic 1585-1718, and curated the exhibition Art and Home: Dutch Interiors
in the Age of Rembrandt (Denver Art Museum and Newark Museum). Her current research investigates the

garden of Eden in the Judaic, Christian, and Islamic traditions. She earned a BA at Williams College and a
PhD at the Institute of Fine Arts. Westermann serves on the boards of ALIPH (The International Alliance for
the Protection of Heritage in Conflict Areas), the Educational Testing Service, and the Rijksmuseum, and
chairs the Scholar Rescue Fund.

Yaw Nyarko, Professor of Economics, NYU

Yaw Nyarko is Professor of Economics at New York University and the Director of NYU Africa House, the
Center for Technology and Economic Development, the NYU Abu Dhabi Development Lab, as well as the
Co-Director of the Development Research Institute. His research interests focus on the areas of economic
development, theoretical economics, models of human capital as engines of economic growth, brain drain
and skills acquisition, labor economics, and migration. He is the Chair of the Econometric Society Africa
Regional Standing Committee. He has served as a consultant to organizations including the African Devel-
opment Bank, the World Bank, the United Nations, and the Social Science Research Council. As the former
Vice Provost of NYU, he managed a portfolio that included the oversight and establishment of campuses in
Abu Dhabi, Accra, and Shanghai. Yaw Nyarko received his B.A. from the University of Ghana and a M.A. and
Ph.D. in Economics from Cornell University.

Abdulla Alhashmi, Class of 2020

Following the completion of his master’s degree as a 2020 Rhodes Scholarship Abdulla Alhashmi is plan-
ning to pursue an MBA at the Said Business School this fall. He holds an MSc in Economics for Development
from the University of Oxford and a BA in Economics and Philosophy from NYUAD. Abdulla has interned
with the UAE’s Ministry of Industry and Advanced Sciences, National Program for Advanced Skills, Edu-
cation and Human Resources Council, and Dubai Exports. At University he served as a Sufara’a Student
Ambassador, organizing events that fostered dialogue on topics ranging from diversity in higher education
to environmental initiatives in the UAE. Abdulla also volunteered as an informal Emirati dialect coach for
Ramsah Table, a student-led conversation group for Emirati dialect learners and speakers, as well as the
Boys Education Network at NYUAD, where he facilitated workshops on leadership, community-building,
and empathy with secondary school students.

Ana Karneza, Class of 2020

Ana Karneza is a second-year Juilliard actor from Ptujska Gora, Slovenia. Ana begun her performing career
as a singer in her home country where she has achieved public recognition. She’s performed at various no-
table televised music festivals as well as full evening concerts with her band. Prior to studying at Juilliard,
Ana spent her undergraduate years at NYUAD, where she studied theater. Through NYUAD she experienced
the power of storytelling and its impact on bridging the divide across a multitude of differences and its in-
tersections.

HE Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba’s Viewing Party

HE Yousef Al Otaiba, the UAE Ambassador to the US, will also host a virtual viewing party of excerpts from
This is NYU Abu Dhabi, as part of the celebrations. The virtual event will be moderated by Steve Clemons,
Editor at Large of The Hill and will include remarks from Ambassador Al Otaiba; Rima Al Mokarrab, Chair of
Tamkeen LLC and NYU Trustee; and Andrew Hamilton, President of NYU. The viewing will be followed by
a conversation with filmmaker Anthony Geffen and some of the NYUAD community members who appear
in the film.

Moderator

Steve Clemons, Editor at Large, The Hill

Steve Clemons is Editor at Large of The Hill, America’s most read political media platform, as well as of its
sibling publication, Changing America. Previously, Clemons served as Editor at Large of The Atlantic as well
as a senior editor at National Journal and Quartz.




Participants

HE Yousef Al Otaiba, UAE Ambassador to the US

HE Yousef Al Otaiba has served as the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ambassador to the United States (US)
since 2008 and Minister of State for the Emirati government since 2017. He is also a member of the Lead-
ership Council for the Center for Public Leadership at the Harvard Kennedy School, the Board of Directors
for the Special Olympics and the Board of Trustees for the American University Cairo. Previously, he served
as the Director of International Affairs for the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Command-
er of the UAE Armed Forces. At the UAE Embassy in Washington, DC, Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba has
grown UAE-US relations in a variety of sectors including trade and economic development, defense and
security, science and technology, education and healthcare, humanitarian and disaster relief, and cultural
exchange. His diplomacy has forged countless strategic partnerships between the two countries and laid
the groundwork for the UAE USA United campaign. Committed to regional stability, Ambassador Al Otaiba
has also worked to increase the US’ role in the Middle East peace process. His op-ed in the Israeli Yedioth
Ahronoth newspaper was instrumental in negotiating the Abraham Accords and halting Israel’s annexation
of occupied West Bank lands. Following the UAE-Israel normalization agreement, his efforts were applaud-
ed by major media outlets including The Jerusalem Post, The Times of Israel and TIME magazine. As a ded-
icated diplomat and humanitarian, Ambassador Al Otaiba was awarded Ambassador of the Year in 2010
and received the Joseph E. Robert, Jr. Prize in Philanthropy in 2015. Other historic achievements include
his involvement in the US-UAE 123 Agreement for Peaceful Civilian Nuclear Energy, the first-ever Special
Olympics World Games in Abu Dhabi and the first major touring exhibition of Emirati art in partnership with
Meridian International Center.

Rima Al Mokarrab, Chair, Tamkeen LLC; NYU Trustee

Rima Al Mokarrab chairs the Board of Tamkeen LLC, a company that partners with leading local and interna-
tional institutions to deliver projects that enrich the UAE’s social, cultural and educational landscape. Rima
is Executive Director of Strategic Affairs at the Executive Affairs Authority of Abu Dhabi, a government
agency mandated to provide strategic policy advice to the Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council,
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. She also co-founded and
currently co-chairs Ideas Abu Dhabi in partnership with the Aspen Institute. Rima is a member of the Board
of Trustees of New York University, a Board member of the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Re-
search and previously served on the Board of the UAE Space Agency.

Andrew Hamilton, President, NYU

Andrew Hamilton was named the 16th president of New York University in March 2015. He most recently
served as the vice chancellor of Oxford University, the university’s senior officer, after an academic career
that took him from Princeton to the University of Pittsburgh, and then to Yale, where he was named provost.
Throughout his time in academic leadership positions, he has maintained his scholarly work, including an
active research laboratory, and will continue to do so at NYU. A distinguished chemist and a Fellow of the
Royal Society, Dr. Hamilton’s scholarly work lies at the intersection of organic and biologic chemistry. He
received his PhD from Cambridge University, his master’s degree from the University of British Columbia,
and his undergraduate degree from Exeter University.

Anthony Geffen, CEO, Atlantic Productions

As a film-maker Anthony has won four British academy awards and nine Emmys. Wired remarked Anthony
is ‘behind some of the most exciting advancements in VR, AR and Al storytelling’. He is CEO of four creative
companies: Atlantic Productions, ZooVFX, Alchemy Immersive and Colossus films. He holds the record for
shooting drama at the highest altitude for his award-winning theatrical film, The Wildest Dream: Conguest
of Everest. He is renowned for gaining extraordinary access: making The Coronation with Queen Elizabeth
I, introducing David Attenborough to President Obama at the White House (one of 13 Attenborough proj-
ects). In 2019 Anthony filmed the deepest ever manned submersible dive to the bottom of the Mariana
Trench. Anthony regularly collaborates with leading scientific institutions and tech companies.

Yaw Nyarko, Professor of Economics, NYU

Yaw Nyarko is Professor of Economics at New York University and the Director of NYU Africa House, the
Center for Technology and Economic Development, the NYU Abu Dhabi Development Lab, as well as the
Co-Director of the Development Research Institute. His research interests focus on the areas of economic
development, theoretical economics, models of human capital as engines of economic growth, brain drain
and skills acquisition, labor economics, and migration. He is the Chair of the Econometric Society Africa
Regional Standing Committee. He has served as a consultant to organizations including the African Devel-
opment Bank, the World Bank, the United Nations, and the Social Science Research Council. As the former
Vice Provost of NYU, he managed a portfolio that included the oversight and establishment of campuses in
Abu Dhabi, Accra, and Shanghai. Yaw Nyarko received his B.A. from the University of Ghana and a M.A. and
Ph.D. in Economics from Cornell University.

Atoka Jo, Class of 2019

Atoka Jo, born and raised in Japan, graduated from NYUAD in 2019, and obtained her master’s degree at
Schwarzman College, Tsinghua University. After graduating, she became an anchor for the Japanese Web
TV “NewsPicks,” where she appeared on the stock pitching show “Investors.” Her passion lies in investigat-
ing and acting towards the intersection of Education and Economics. She has assured internships and con-
ducted research in Argentina, Costa Rica, Ghana, and the United States, including the Permanent Mission
of Japan to the United Nations. While at NYUAD, she was the co-director of “Girls’ Education Network,” an
organization that held leadership workshops for the local middle and high school girls. She then founded
a liberal arts summer program at Himeji Girls’ High School in Japan. She also plays a role as the Education
Program Lead at “TechEra,” an education NPO in Ghana.




ABOUT THE TENTH TALKS

The Tenth Talks are a series of lively virtual conversations that will reflect on the milestones achieved since
NYUAD'’s founding and explore perspectives from thought leaders around the world on how the University
is positively impacting higher education in the 21t century.

These talks will celebrate what the University has achieved in its first decade and will cover a wide range of
subjects, including the story of the University’s founding, its contributions towards tackling some of human-
ity’s shared challenges such as COVID-19 and the effects of climate change, as well as showcasing some of
NYUAD’s most remarkable faculty, students, and alumni, alongside global and community leaders.

The events exemplify how the University has contributed to Abu Dhabi’s strengthening of its global position
as an ideas capital, with NYUAD providing a valuable and vital forum for thought leadership and academic
expression in the region.

The Tenth Talks are:

e The Origin Story: The Founding of NYU Abu Dhabi

e Shaping Sustainability: Combating Climate Change Collectively

e Rhodes Scholars Reunited: From Abu Dhabi to Oxford, and Back

e Conscientious Conservation: Environmental Stewardship at NYUAD and Beyond
e |nnovation Nation: Entrepreneurship in the UAE

e NYU Abu Dhabi: The Future of Global Education

e |deas Capital Abu Dhabi

e Contribution in a Crisis: NYUAD’s COVID-19 Response

e |nnovation Nation: Diversification through Al

e NYUAD and The Art of Change

The Origin Story: The Founding of NYU Abu Dhabi

This talk takes an in-depth look at the vision for NYUAD and the founding of the institution from early dis-
cussions in 2005 to welcoming the first class in 2010. It focuses on the joint ambition of the Government
of Abu Dhabi and NYU to attract the top students from the UAE and around the world and educate them
through an inclusive, globally aware, multicultural and consensus-orientated approach, equipping them with
the skills required to tackle the complex, borderless problems facing the world today. The talk culminates in
a broad discussion of what the University has achieved in the past 10 years, while setting the stage for the
next decade of success.

Moderator

HE Yousef Al Otaiba, UAE Ambassador to the US

HE Yousef Al Otaiba has served as the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Ambassador to the United States (US) since 2008 and
Minister of State for the Emirati government since 2017. He is
also a member of the Leadership Council for the Center for
Public Leadership at the Harvard Kennedy School, the Board
of Directors for the Special Olympics and the Board of Trust-
ees for the American University Cairo. Previously, he served
as the Director of International Affairs for the Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces. At the UAE Embassy in Washington, DC, Am-
bassador Yousef Al Otaiba has grown UAE-US relations in a
variety of sectors including trade and economic development,
defense and security, science and technology, education and
healthcare, humanitarian and disaster relief, and cultural ex-
change. His diplomacy has forged countless strategic partner-
ships between the two countries and laid the groundwork for
the UAE USA United campaign. Committed to regional stabili-
ty, Ambassador Al Otaiba has also worked to increase the US’
role in the Middle East peace process. His op-ed in the Israeli
Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper was instrumental in negotiating
the Abraham Accords and halting Israel’'s annexation of occupied West Bank lands. Following the UAE-Israel
normalization agreement, his efforts were applauded by major media outlets including The Jerusalem Post,
The Times of Israel and TIME magazine. As a dedicated diplomat and humanitarian, Ambassador Al Otaiba
was awarded Ambassador of the Year in 2010 and received the Joseph E. Robert, Jr. Prize in Philanthropy
in 2015. Other historic achievements include his involvement in the US-UAE 123 Agreement for Peaceful Ci-
vilian Nuclear Energy, the first-ever Special Olympics World Games in Abu Dhabi and the first major touring
exhibition of Emirati art in partnership with Meridian International Center.

Panel
Rima Al Mokarrab, Chair, Tamkeen LLC; NYU Trustee

Rima Al Mokarrab chairs the Board of Tamkeen LLC, a company
that partners with leading local and international institutions to de-
liver projects that enrich the UAE’s social, cultural and educational
landscape. Rima is Executive Director of Strategic Affairs at the Ex-
ecutive Affairs Authority of Abu Dhabi, a government agency man-
dated to provide strategic policy advice to the Chairman of the Abu
Dhabi Executive Council, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. She also co-founded and
currently co-chairs Ideas Abu Dhabi in partnership with the Aspen
Institute. Rima is a member of the Board of Trustees of New York
University, a Board member of the Emirates Center for Strategic
Studies and Research and previously served on the Board of the UAE
Space Agency.




John Sexton, President Emeritus, NYU

Sexton served as President of New York University fromm 2002 through
2015. He is NYU’s Benjamin F. Butler Professor of Law and Dean Emeri-
tus of the Law School. During his presidency, the University’s reach and
stature grew tremendously, including the emergence of NYU as a glob-
al network university, with campuses in Abu Dhabi and Shanghai and
11 international academic centers; a merger with Polytechnic University,
now the NYU Tandon School of Engineering; and the largest increase
in the number of Arts and Science faculty in the University’s history.
A Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, President
Emeritus Sexton also serves on the board of the Institute of Internation-
al Education and is past Chair of the American Council on Education.
He received a BA in history, an MA in comparative religion, and a PhD in
the history of American religion, all from Fordham University, and a JD
mMmagna cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Mariét Westermann, Vice Chancellor, NYUAD

Mariét Westermann is vice chancellor and chief executive of NYUAD.
She previously served as executive vice president of The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, where she oversaw grantmaking and research.
Westermann was also the first provost of NYUAD and director and
professor of NYU'’s Institute of Fine Arts, associate director of research
at the Clark Art Institute, and a faculty member at Rutgers University.
As a historian of Netherlandish art she has authored numerous schol-
arly and museum publications, including the widely read A Worldly
Art: The Dutch Republic 1585-1718, and curated the exhibition Art and
Home: Dutch Interiors in the Age of Rembrandt (Denver Art Museum
and Newark Museum). Her current research investigates the garden of
Eden in the Judaic, Christian, and Islamic traditions. She earned a BA at
Williams College and a PhD at the Institute of Fine Arts. Westermann
serves on the boards of The International Alliance for the Protection
of Heritage in Conflict Areas, the Educational Testing Service, and the
Rijksmuseum, and chairs the Scholar Rescue Fund.

Shaping Sustainability: Combating Climate Change Collectively

This episode focuses on multinational efforts to combat climate change, the role of Higher Education and
the importance of collaboration from the perspective of educators, scientists, international leaders and of-
ficials. It discusses the community engagement and research contributions of institutions such as NYUAD,
and explores how multi-dimensional, multilateral partnerships are vital to mitigate and adapt to the impact
of climate change.

Moderator

Pilita Clark, Associate Editor and Business Columnist,
Financial Times

Pilita Clark writes a weekly column at the Financial Times on modern cor-
porate life, as well as features and other articles. She was previously the
FT's Environment Correspondent where she covered issues ranging from
climate change to wildlife and renewable energy. She also served as Aero-
space Correspondent and Deputy News Editor. Her environmental writing
has won awards in the US and Asia and in 2019 she was named Environ-
ment Journalist of the Year for the third year in a row at the British Press
Awards. Before joining the FT in 2003, Pilita Clark was a Washington Cor-
respondent for Australian newspapers and a Nieman Fellow at Harvard
University.

Panel
Francois Hollande, President of France (2012-17)

Francois Hollande was the President of the French Republic from May
2012 to May 2017. During his mandate, he carried out important reforms
which restored the competitiveness and the growth of the French econo-
my. He faced with authority the terrorist attacks that afflicted the country
in 2015 and 2016. President Hollande took important decisions on behalf
of France, in particular the engagement of the army in Mali in order to
fight against terrorist groups located in the Sahel. Under his presidency
the global climate agreement was adopted in Paris in December 2015.
Today, President Hollande chairs the Foundation “France is committed”
whose mission is to support all initiatives that contribute to reinforcing
solidarity and creating bonds between citizens. Since his departure from
the Elysée, he has written several books, amongst them The Lessons of
Power in which he describes the high points, and the low points of his
presidency, and The Democratic Crisis where he suggests major modifi-
cations to the constitution of the fifth Republic.

HE Majid Al-Suwaidi, UAE Ambassador to Spain

His Excellency Majid Al-Suwaidi was appointed to his current post in June
2019. From September 2015 to January 2019, Ambassador Al Suwaidi led
the UAE Mission to the United Nations’ engagement in issues relating
to economic growth and development. He served as Lead Negotiator on
climate change, energy and sustainability for the UAE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation. He also worked closely with the
Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change to negotiate the Paris Agreement in 2015. Ambassador
Al-Suwaidi was also instrumental in the advancement of the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals. Ambassador Al-Suwaidi previously worked as a
reservoir geologist in the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company. Ambassador
Al-Suwaidi received his undergraduate degree from Brunel University in
the United Kingdom and graduate MSc degree from Simon Fraser Univer-
sity in British Columbia.




Andrew Hamilton, President, NYU

Andrew Hamilton was named the 16th president of New York University
in March 2015. He most recently served as the vice chancellor of Oxford
University, the university’s senior officer, after an academic career that
took him from Princeton to the University of Pittsburgh, and then to Yale,
where he was named provost. Throughout his time in academic leader-
ship positions, he has maintained his scholarly work, including an active
research laboratory, and will continue to do so at NYU. A distinguished
chemist and a Fellow of the Royal Society, Dr. Hamilton’s scholarly work
lies at the intersection of organic and biologic chemistry. He received his
PhD from Cambridge University, his master’s degree from the University
of British Columbia, and his undergraduate degree from Exeter University.

Rhodes Scholars Reunited: From Abu Dhabi to Oxford, and Back

Over the past decade, 16 NYUAD students have been awarded the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship, more
Rhodes Scholars per student than any other university in the world. This episode includes commentary by
NYUAD’s Rhodes Scholars - sharing how their experiences at NYUAD and Oxford have shaped their careers
and futures to date, and exploring the significance of, and opportunities afforded by, the world’s most pres-
tigious scholarship for graduate study. The talk explores the impact and importance of access to the global
Rhodes Scholars networks, the growing number of UAE nationals and residents at Oxford, and the chance
for a wider dialogue between these two regions.

Panel

Charlotte Wang, Class of 2014

Charlotte Wang is a PhD student in Sociology at Columbia University and
is the former Director of Research at INCITE. She is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Oxford, where she completed an M.Phil in Sociology and De-
mography. Prior to this, she studied Social Research and Public Policy at
NYU in Abu Dhabi. Her current research focuses on the social and cultural
impacts of temporary labor migration on migrant-sending communities,
and on how young people imagine their futures during the transition to
adulthood. Charlotte splits her time between Brooklyn, NY and Berkeley,
CA.

Hamel AlQubaisi, Class of 2015

Hamel AlQubaisi is the founder of ENOMAD, the only registered e-shop-
per in the GCC, and the leading online platform for digitizing offline re-
tail experiences. He is also an investor in Doctori, an innovative GCC-
telemedicine platform. Together with his private sector responsibilities,
AlQubaisi currently works at a federal entity in the United Arab Emirates.
AlQubaisi is the first Emirati Rhodes Scholar to read for the MPhil in Inter-
national Relations at Oxford University. He holds a bachelor’s Degree with
Honors from New York University Abu Dhabi, with work experiences in
London and Abu Dhabi at the UAE Embassy and the Crown Prince Court,
respectively.

Farah Shamout, Class of 2016

Farah Shamout is an Assistant Professor Emerging Scholar in Computer
Engineering at NYUAD, where she leads the Clinical Artificial Intelligence
Laboratory. Her research expertise is in data science and machine learn-
ing for healthcare, data analytics for large-scale multi-modal data, and
model interpretability. Her projects focus on real-world clinical problems
to inform decision-making, including patient prognosis and diagnosis us-
ing electronic health records and medical imaging. Prior to joining NYU-
AD, Farah completed her doctoral studies in Engineering Science at the
University of Oxford on the Rhodes Scholarship.




Guillaume Sylvain, Class of 2017

Guillaume Sylvain, originally from Quebec, Canada, attended NYU Abu Dha-
bi from 2013-2017, where he completed a BA in Arab Crossroads with a mi-
nor in Political Science and developed fluency in Arabic. His capstone project
focused on the role of public education in national identity formation in the
UAE. During his time in the UAE, he was also very engaged with the theater
department and led various community outreach initiatives. He was then
awarded a Rhodes Scholarship to attend the University of Oxford, where he
completed a Master’s in Public Policy. Guillaume then returned to Montréal,
Canada, where he currently works as a management consultant.

Maitha Al Memari, Class of 2018

Maitha Al Memari, graduated from NYUAD with a BA in Social Research and
Public Policy. Maitha completed a master’s degree in Public Policy and Com-
parative International Education at the University of Oxford. She is currently
working as a public servant pursuing her passion in the field of education
andpolicy.

Chaimaa Fadil, Class of 2018

Chaimaa spent her early years in Morocco and Canada and moved to the
UAE at 5 years old. She attended the Lycée Francais International Georges
Pompidou and enrolled at NYUAD in 2014. There, she majored in Biology
with minors in Applied Mathematics and Computer Science, spent a semes-
ter at NYU New York and travelled to Greece, Morocco, and China for J-term.
As a Rhodes Scholar (UAE & Trinity, 2018), she is reading for an MSc by Re-
search in Statistical Genetics at the University of Oxford’s Big Data Institute.
Her research applies statistical methodologies to patient genetic and clinical
records in the UK Biobank to characterize the genetic architecture of inflam-
matory arthritis. She hopes to apply her work in Genomics towards more
precise and equitable clinical care: from using genetics to improve disease
subclassification and risk stratification to increasing population diversity in
biobanks.

Amal Al Gergawi, Class of 2019

Amal Al Gergawi seeks to leverage skills and knowledge she ascertained
from the field of international development onto marine science to better
mitigate a salient driver of plight. Upon graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in
Social Research and Public Policy and a concentration in Economics at NYU-
AD, Amal proceeded to complete the Master of Science in Comparative and
International Education with distinction. Currently, she is pursuing the Mas-
ter of Science in Evidence-based Social Intervention and Policy Evaluation,
in which her thesis aims to investigate the impact of marine conservation
interventions on ecological outcomes in the Arabian Gulf using a systematic
mapping review. At Oxford Amal played for the Women’s Basketball team,
served as a research assistant to Professors David Johnson and Lucie Cluver,
and co-authored a feasibility study on the use of methane emission satellite
data in climate litigation cases across the Global South.

Abdulla Alhashmi, Class of 2020

Following the completion of his master’s degree as a 2020 Rhodes Schol-
arship Abdulla Alhashmi is planning to pursue an MBA at the Said Business
School this fall. He holds an MSc in Economics for Development from the
University of Oxford and a BA in Economics and Philosophy from NYUAD.
Abdulla has interned with the UAE’s Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Sciences, National Program for Advanced Skills, Education and Human Re-
sources Council, and Dubai Exports. At University he served as a Sufara’a
Student Ambassador, organizing events that fostered dialogue on topics
ranging from diversity in higher education to environmental initiatives in
the UAE. Abdulla also volunteered as an informal Emirati dialect coach for
Ramsah Table, a student-led conversation group for Emirati dialect learn-
ers and speakers, as well as the Boys Education Network at NYUAD, where
he facilitated workshops on leadership, community-building, and empathy
with secondary school students.

Munib Mesinovic, Class of 2020

Munib is currently completing an MSc in Computer Science at the University
of Oxford as the first Bosnian Rhodes Scholar. He graduated summa cum
laude with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from NYUAD in
2020. While at NYUAD, he was part of the award-winning iGEM 2018 team,
was a volunteering leader at the Abu Dhabi Special Olympics, and served as
a Sufara’a Cultural Ambassador. Munib strives to apply artificial intelligence
in the field of healthcare. His research contributions innovate in diverse
fields such as cardiovascular disease prediction and gene editing efficiency.
As an NYU Social Impact Fellow and an Arete Fellow at Stanford, he built on
his interest in effective altruism. Munib also passionately supports equitable
distribution of data privacy rights, and to that end was a part of Mozilla
Foundation’s Working Group on Building Trustworthy Al

Maitha AlSuwaidi, Class of 2021

Maitha AlSuwaidi, originally from Sharjah-UAE, graduated with the class
of 2021 with a major in Political Science and minors in Creative Writing
and Social Research and Public Policy. Maitha is passionate about men-
tal health, finding an interest in Indigenous Psychology and Culture-Bound
Syndromes, and has organized multiple events for youth in the UAE on
mental health awareness. She is also a writer and performance artist, hav-
ing acted in NYUAD’s Reality Show 18 and '19 and Al Raheel | Departure,
an all-female poetic production. She is a professional archer and archery
coach and has represented the UAE nationally and internationally. In her
creative and academic work, Maitha enjoys exploring topics of childhood,
womanhood, language, and public opinion. Maitha is pursuing a master’s
degree at the University of Oxford as a UAE Rhodes Scholar for the 2021-
2022 academic year.

Hoor Alnuaimi, Class of 2021

Hoor graduated from NYUAD in May 2021 with a double major in Political
Science and Literature. She is interested in tracing histories, narratives, and
hegemonies in the field of international relations, where in her capstone
thesis, she expanded the literature on the role played by non-Western states
in the international humanitarian system. She also participated in the 2020
Philip C. Jessup International Moot Court Competition as an author and
oralist and was qualified to represent the UAE at the international rounds
in Washington D.C. Hoor is passionate about Arabic literature, where she
is interested in studying, through her own translations, how Gulf women’s
poetry encounters world literature. As an emerging writer, she is current-
ly working on performing translations of her own completed collection of
short stories. Hoor hopes to continue morphing the borders between diplo-
macy, literature, and translation in her upcoming studies at Oxford.




Conscientious Conservation: Environmental Stewardship at
NYUAD and Beyond

Educating the next generation on the importance of conservation and enabling them to help support and
sustain our planet is a critical global mission in the 215t Century. In this talk, HE Mariam Almheiri, Jane Good-
all, Ibrahim Al-Zu’bi, and NYUAD alumnus Chandan Mishra discuss the importance of educating young peo-
ple about the impact of climate change throughout their educational journeys and into their professional
lives. The panel also highlight successful related approaches and initiatives across the wider Asian region
and explore the opportunities available for the public, private and third sectors to collaborate and instil a

proactive, conservationist mindset among all future leaders.

Moderator

Samia Badih, Arts & Culture Editor, The National

Samia Badih is the Arts & Culture Editor at The National in Abu Dhabi,
joining the newspaper in 2018. Samia previously worked as a communi-
cations consultant on cultural projects in the UAE, including Louvre Abu
Dhabi. Samia holds a Master’s degree in Broadcast Journalism from the
University of Maryland, and a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and
Language from Beirut Arab University. Samia is also a documentary film-
maker with two titles under her belt. Her first feature documentary, Rash-
eed, tells the story of her uncle, who died three years before she was born.
The film won Best Documentary at the Beirut International Women Film
Festival in 2018. Her second film Unspoken, a short documentary funded
by Image Nation Abu Dhabi, features Palestinian spoken-word poet Farah
Chamma. It has screened at more than 30 film festivals around the world.

Panel

HE Mariam Almheiri, UAE Minister of State for Food and
Water Security

Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Almheiri was appointed as Minis-
ter of State for Food and Water Security as part of the reformation of the
UAE Cabinet announced in July 2020. Her Excellency is responsible for
monitoring national food stocks, investing in food technology, and follow-
ing up international relations in this area. Previously, Her Excellency was
appointed as Minister of State for Food Security following the Cabinet
reshuffle of October 2017. Her responsibilities included overseeing the de-
velopment of the necessary infrastructure that would ensure the country’s
food security objectives, in line with UAE Centennial 2071 Plan.

Dr. Jane Goodall DBE, Founder, Jane Goodall Institute;
UN Messenger of Peace

Dr. Jane Goodall DBE is an ethologist, Founder of the Jane Goodall Insti-
tute, and a UN Messenger of Peace. In July 1960, she travelled to Tanzania
into the unknown world of the wild chimpanzees of Gombe. Today there
are 24 Jane Goodall Institutes working to support JGI's core programs
including TACARE a community conservation program, two sanctuaries
for orphan chimpanzees and Roots & Shoots, JGI's environmental and
humanitarian program empowering young people of all ages to become
involved in hands-on projects for their community, animals and the envi-
ronment in more than 60 countries. Dr. Goodall has received many awards
authored books for adults and children, and featured in numerous docu-
mentaries and films.

Chandan Mishra, Managing Director, Imperial Engineering
Associates Design and Construction Firm; NYUAD Class of
2019

After graduating in May 2019 with a major in Civil Engineering, Mishra re-
turned home to Nepal to work with underprivileged school children. Here
he served as the Executive Director at Bloom Nepal School, a semi-resi-
dential school based in Kathmandu seeking to educate students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds from all over Nepal. Dedicated to giving back to
his community, Mishra combined his skills as an engineer with his passion
as an educator and designed a project that converts organic waste into
biogas for purposes such as cooking in the school’s kitchen or for energy
using a gas engine generator. This project won the Zayed Sustainability
Prize in January 2020 from the South Asia Region. In January 2021, for his
academic excellence and impactful social works, Chandan received the
“Stern Award” from NYU Stern, a merit-based award covering the entire
cost of an MBA Education. After Stern, he aspires to return to Nepal and
continue his endeavors to set up seven residential schools, one in each
of the newly formed seven provinces of Nepal, to pioneer an education
model that promotes rigor, diversity, and sustainability, in line with the
education that he received at NYUAD.

Ibrahim Al Zu’bi, Chief Sustainability Officer at Majid Al
Futtaim-Holding

In his current role, Ibrahim oversees the group-wide Sustainability strate-
gy of Majid Al Futtaim. He is currently the Chair of the Corporate Advisory
Board of the World Green Building Council. lbrahim is a member of World
Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Future Council on Net-Zero Transition
and WEF’s Circular Economy Council. Ibrahim is also a Senior Associate
at Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership and the Vice Chair
of the UN Global Compact UAE network. lbrahim is also the author of
‘How to ‘Net’ Positive’ book.




Innovation Nation: Entrepreneurship in the UAE Jida Itani, COO, Hub71

Jida Itani is a seasoned and ambitious leader and team player with more
than 12 years of experience in Marketing, Business Development and
Branding. During her career, Jida has developed, launched and managed
strategic Abu Dhabi government initiatives applying innovative strate-
gies, robust management, people and operational skills. Jida Itani was
appointed Chief Operating Officer at Hub71, Abu Dhabi’s global tech
ecosystem, in June 2021. Prior to becoming COQO, Jida led Marketing &
Communications at Hub71, and was actively involved in Partnerships &
Business Development, Strategic Planning and Community Building, in a
cross functional role, to drive the innovation mandate of Abu Dhabi. Prior
to her role at Hub71, Jida spent 10 years in Marketing and Business Devel-
opment for various Abu Dhabi-based initiatives. Jida holds an MBA from
projects enriching Abu Dhabi’s social, cultural, and educational land- Warwick Business School, a master’s degree in Strategic Marketing and
scape. Prior to joining Tamkeen John was at the BBC for seven vears, Promotion from Istituto Marangoni and a bachelor’s degree in Business

BBC'’s Studios & Post Production business. Before joining the BBC John
was a management consultant with McKinsey & Company and subse-

quently PA Consulting Group. o Mohamed Belarbi, Founder and CEO, Project Cypher;
: NYUAD Class of 2016

Mohamed Amine Belarbi is an author and technology entrepreneur who
graduated from NYUAD in 2016. Amine is primarily active in the cyberse-
curity space, having founded VUL9 in 2016 and Project Cypher in 2019.
Project Cypher has offices in Dubai, Islamabad and London, and services
clients in the USA, North Africa and the GCC, and has a focus on R&D
and cybersecurity product development. Amine co-founded Halahi.com,
a platform that allows fans to pay and request personalised video shout-
outs and messages from their favorite celebrities. The platform currently
lists hundreds of global celebrities and influencers with over 400 Million
combined audience. Amine was awarded young entrepreneur of the year
by Arabian Business, and was the youngest entrepreneur to ever be fea-

tured on the cover of Forbes Middle East Magazine.

The UAE has long been a global leader in promoting innovation. According to the Global Innovation Index,
the UAE is the number one environment for innovation in the Arab World, a distinction it has held for five
straight years. In this spirit, NYUAD has always encouraged its students to embrace technology as part of
their degree courses. This talk focuses on why innovation is so important for the UAE and examines how
NYUAD has equipped its students to become entrepreneurs. It also highlights how future-oriented universi-
ties like NYUAD have inspired some of the most innovative companies in the region and the world.

Moderator
John Tate, CEO, Tamkeen LLC

John Tate is Chief Executive of Tamkeen LLC, a company that delivers

Panel

Nabyl Al Maskari, Executive Chairman, Al Maskari Holding

Mr. Nabyl Al Maskari is Executive Chairman of Al Maskari Holding
(AMH). AMH is the privately-owned holding company of the Al Maskari
family portfolio. AMH began in 1968 with the establishment of the Al
Maskaria Group in Abu Dhabi to engage in petroleum trading and oil
field services. Over 50 years, AMH has expanded to comprise diversified
enterprises with international investments and operations. In addition to
chairing AMH, Mr. Al Maskari serves as a board director on select sub-
sidiaries and joint venture partnerships. Prior to joining his family con-
glomerate as the third generation of leadership, he conducted strategic
engagements as a management consultant for McKinsey & Company.
Mr. Al Maskari sponsors philanthropic initiatives across the MEASA re-
gion through Al Maskari Foundation, his family’s non-profit endowment.
He is an Aspen Institute Fellow, serves on the UAE University Leadership
Council Advisory Board, and actively supports high-impact entrepre-
neurs as Chairman of Endeavor UAE.

Loubna Hadid, CEO, Decenture

Loubna Hadid is a tech entrepreneur who started her career in finance
at Lazard Brothers. She holds a dual Master’s degree in Finance, Fi-
nancial Accounting and International Politics. She specializes in liquid-
ity, global treasury management and banking consolidation alongside
technology implementations. She has led global projects of technical
integration with large organizations in the finance, media, healthcare
and higher education sectors. In 2005 she co-founded QOiG, a FinTech
entity focused on innovative processes in global treasury, and account-
ing systems. In 2017, Loubna founded Decenture. Decenture builds the
foundations for the near future when superfast qguantum computing
networks, blockchain and Al are so sophisticated in delivering educa-
tional content that Decenture’s technology serves to verify all activities
through algorithms. Loubna is an active promoter of STEAM fields par-

ticularly for young females in GCC and the greater MENA region.




NYU Abu Dhabi: The Future of Global Education

What does it mean to create a truly global university? How can higher education institutions best equip
students with the broad foundation of skills required to flourish in an increasingly interconnected world,
and how are problem-solving across borders and embracing interdisciplinarity central to success? What
will differentiate the world-class educational institutions of the 21t century and how do NYUAD and other
forward-thinking universities ensure that they are always encouraging critical thinking and equipping their

students for future success?

Moderator

Carol Brandt, Associate Vice Chancellor, Global Education
and Outreach, and Vice Provost, NYUAD

As Associate Vice Chancellor, Global Education and Outreach and Vice
Provost, Carol Brandt leads the strategic and academic administration
for NYUAD’s programs of global education, including Semester Study
Abroad, the January Term Program, Summer Programs, Regional Aca-
demic Seminars, the Engineers for Social Impact program, Communi-
ty-based Learning in the UAE, and Student Global Mobility Services. She
has additional responsibility for the Office of Social Responsibility, which
provides adult education to the 800 contracted staff at NYUAD as well
as the Office of Community Life, which supports faculty, staff, and their
families with their acculturation to living in the UAE. Before coming to
NYUAD in 2009, Brandt spent 25 years in teaching and academic admin-
istration at The Claremont Colleges, a consortium of selective, liberal arts
colleges and graduate schools, where she served as Vice President for In-
ternational and Special Programs and a member of the faculty of Modern
Languages, Literature, and Culture at Pitzer College.

Panel

HE Sara Musallam, Chairperson, Abu Dhabi Department
of Education and Knowledge (ADEK)

HE Sara Musallam is dedicating her career towards the development of
her home city, Abu Dhabi, by accelerating the Emirate’s ongoing trans-
formation into a global hub of knowledge and human development. She
leads a multi-disciplinary team of more than 450 employees at the Abu
Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge. She spent the first 12
years of her career in the private sector with BP and Mubadala, where
she was responsible for managing asset portfolios worth over nine billion
Dirhams. She currently sits on the board of a number of private and public
sector organisations in the UAE including the Abu Dhabi Executive Coun-
cil, the UAE Cabinet’s Education and Human Resources Council and the
Mohamed bin Zayed University for Humanities.

Dr. Lisa M. Coleman, Senior VP for Global Inclusion and
Strategic Innovation, NYU

Dr. Lisa M. Coleman is New York University’s inaugural Senior VP for Glob-
al Inclusion and Strategic Innovation. In this role she advances, promotes
and builds capacity for strategic global inclusion, diversity, equity, belong-
ing and innovation initiatives across NYU globally. Prior to NYU, Dr Cole-
man served as the first Chief Diversity Officer and Special Assistant to the
President at Harvard University for almost a decade where she and her
team developed some of the first initiatives focused on the intersections
of technology, disability, and access. Dr Coleman is the recipient of nu-
merous awards, recognitions, and honors; and she sits on various national
and international boards. She earned her doctorate in Social and Cultural

Analysis, American Studies from NYU, and three master’s degrees in African and African American Studies;
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies; and also, in Marking/Communication Studies.

Ideas Capital Abu Dhabi

The UAE will celebrate its 50" anniversary this year - and NYUAD has been a part of its history for over
10 years already. This talk explores the historical connectivity of the UAE - from its early days as a trading
point to its emergence as an “ideas capital” for everything from education to healthcare, technology, en-
trepreneurship and the arts - and the role that NYUAD plays in this ecosystem. The panel discuss ways the
University is capturing and channeling this energy to train the next generation of global leaders, utilizing its

geographic location and connectivity.

Moderator

Ron Robin, President, University of Haifa; Professor
Emeritus, NYU

Professor Ron Robin assumed his role as the 11th president of the Univer-
sity of Haifa in October 2016. He graduated from the Hebrew University
with a degree in History and Romance Languages, followed by a Ph.D
in U.S. History from the University of California at Berkeley. Robin was a
faculty member at the University of Haifa for over twenty years, during
which he held several leadership positions, including Dean of Students.
In 2006, Robin joined New York University where, amongst other duties,
he served as the Senior Vice provost and was responsible for establishing
two NYU international campuses-in Abu Dhabi and Shanghai.

Panel

HE Zaki Anwar Nusseibeh, Cultural Advisor to HH the
President of the UAE

His Excellency Zaki Anwar Nusseibeh is Cultural Adviser to HH the President
of the UAE and the Chancellor of the United Arab Emirates University. His
continuous government service began in the 1960s, as personal interpreter
and adviser to Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan, founding President of the
UAE. After a leading role in the development of culture, tourism, and heri-
tage authorities he became Minister of State to establish the Office of Public
and Cultural Diplomacy in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. He chairs the Board of Trustees of Sorbonne University Abu
Dhabi and the UAE Rhodes Scholarship Committee. He is board member
of the Emirates Diplomatic Academy, the Sheikh Zayed Book Award, the
Paris Institut du Monde Arabe, the International Prize for Arab Fiction, and
Abu Dhabi University. He held Board roles at the LSE Middle East Center, the
Alliance Francaise - Paris, the Wagner Society - Leipzig and Abu Dhabi, and
the Aga Khan Museum - Toronto.

He holds a master’s degree from Queens’ College, University of Cam-
bridge, and a PhD (Hon. Causa) from Al Quds Arab University, Jerusalem.
He has received distinguished international awards and national orders of
merit in recognition of his service.




Kwame Anthony Appiah, Professor of Philosophy and
Law, NYU

Kwame Anthony Appiah is Professor of Philosophy and Law at NYU.
Earlier, he taught at the University of Ghana, Cambridge, Yale, Cornell,
Duke, Harvard and Princeton. He grew up in Ghana and received under-
graduate and doctoral degrees in philosophy from Cambridge University
in England. His work has been in the philosophy of mind and language,
ethics, political philosophy, and the philosophy of art, of culture, and of
the social sciences, especially anthropology; as well as in literary stud-
ies, where he has focused on African and African-American literature. He
served as President of the Eastern Division of the American Philosophical
Association. In 2012, President Obama presented him with the National
Humanities Medal. His publications include Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a
World of Strangers and The Lies That Bind: Rethinking Identity. Professor
Appiah writes the weekly Ethicist column for the New York Times Sunday
magazine.

Bernard Haykel, Professor of Near Eastern Studies,
Princeton

Bernard Haykel is a Professor of Near Eastern Studies and Director of the
Institute for Transregional Study of the Contemporary Middle East, North
Africa, and Central Asia at Princeton University. Much of Haykel’s teach-
ing and writing lies at the juncture of the intellectual, political, and social
history of the Middle East with particular emphasis on the countries of
the Arabian Peninsula. He has written extensively on Saudi and Yemeni
culture and politics, Wahhabism, Salafism, Zaydism and aspects of the
Islamic doctrine and law.

Contribution in a Crisis: NYUAD’s COVID-19 Response

Through discussions with members of the NYUAD community and relevant Abu Dhabi health authorities,
this episode looks at NYUAD'’s supportive role in Abu Dhabi’s 360-degree response to address the unprec-
edented public health and economic challenges posed by COVID-19. In conversation with a locally-based
journalist, panelists speak to how NYUAD contributed to the UAE’s efforts over the past year including
community support programs, research on masks, treatments, and the societal and economic impacts of

COVID-19, and how this research is already informing recovery.

Moderator

Mina Al-Oraibi, Editor in Chief, The National

Mina Al-Oraibi is the Editor in Chief of The National newspaper, a daily
English language regional newspaper based in Abu Dhabi. An Iragi-British
journalist, Mina has over 18 years of experience covering Middle Eastern,
European and American affairs. She has conducted multiple high profile
interviews including with Iragi Prime Minister Mustafa AlKadhimi, US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo, former President of the World Bank Jim
Yong Kim and former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair. Prior to assuming the
role of Editor in Chief of The National, Mina was a Senior Fellow at the
Institute for State Effectiveness and a Yale World Fellow. Before starting
her fellowship at Yale, Mina was the Assistant Editor-in-Chief of Asharg
Alawsat, the international Arab-language daily newspaper 2011-2015.

Panel

Dr. Farida Al Hosani, Official Spokesperson, UAE Health
Sector

Dr. Farida Al Hosani is Executive Director of Infectious Diseases in the Abu
Dhabi Public Health Center and the Official spokesperson for the Health-
care sector in the UAE. She is also the leader of the National Covid-19
Research Committee. She is also the Adjunct Associate Professor at the
College of Medicine and Health Sciences at UAE University and sits on
the board of the Rahma Cancer Care Association.

Dr. Ayaz Virji, Executive Medical Director of the Health-
Center, NYUAD

Ayaz Virji, MD is the Executive Medical Director of the Health Center at
NYUAD. He oversees all aspects of the Health Center operations includ-
ing student health, counseling services, and health-related outreach pro-
grams. He developed and leads the NYUAD COVID Response Team and
co-chairs the campus public health - risk reduction workstream. DrVirji
received his MD from Georgetown University and completed residency
training at Duke University Medical Center. He is board certified by the

American Board of Family Medicine.




Teodora Hristovska, NYUAD Class of 2021; Former NYUAD
Student Government President

Teodora Hristovska is an NYUAD Alumna who recently graduated with
BA in Psychology. She was born in Skopje, North Macedonia, where she
spent the majority of her life prior to arriving in Abu Dhabi. During her
Senior year she served as the Student Government President and was
taking part in conversations pertaining to the COVID-19 response on
campus. She was also a member of the Student Portfolio within the larg-
er Return to Campus structure, established in response to the pandemic,
to ensure both the safety of the community and academic continuity.
This experience allowed her to gain a deeper understanding of NYUAD’s
work and contribution both for the smaller campus community and on a
greater scale, Abu Dhabi.

Innovation Nation: Diversification through Al

As one of the first nations to draft a smart strategy to become a global hub for Al, the UAE is paving the
way towards an Al-driven future. Its ambitious plans to become a major center for developing Al-based
tools, technologies and technigues have led to improvements in productivity and efficiency in all aspects of
public life. This chat with the UAE’s Al Minister explores efforts being made across government to improve
the lives of the country’s citizens and residents through the development and implementation of Al applica-
tions. It also looks at the role of institutions such as NYUAD and its Data Science and Al Lab in developing

the knowledge, expertise and talent required to drive forward the country’s innovation strategy.

Moderator

Dan Murphy, Correspondent, CNBC

Dan Murphy is a CNBC Correspondent based at the Nasdag Marketsite
in Dubai. Dan follows news across major markets in the Middle East, pro-
viding the CNBC audience with a deeper focus on the regional business,
finance and geopolitical story.

Panel

HE Omar Sultan Al Olama, UAE Minister of State for
Artificial Intelligence, Digital Economy and Remote Work
Applications

His Excellency Omar Sultan Al Olama has served in the UAE Cabinet since
October 2017. His responsibilities include enhancing government perfor-
mance levels by investing in the latest technologies and tools of artificial
intelligence. His Excellency is spearheading UAE efforts to be a global
leader in digital economy, with a focus on enhancing the digital econ-
omies contribution to GDP, and improving remote working capability
across the UAE.

His Excellency’s other roles include: Managing Director of the World Gov-
ernment Summit; member of the Board of Trustees of Dubai Future Foun-
dation; and Deputy Managing Director of the Foundation. He also rep-
resents the UAE on the Future of Digital Economy and Society Council at
the World Economic Forum.




NYUAD and The Art of Change

Since the closure of art galleries and music venues around the world due to COVID-19, many institutions
have pivoted to a virtual format. Digital technology enables visitors to enjoy online cultural experiences,
from virtual viewing rooms and tours of art galleries, to concerts that are recorded in the musicians’ homes.
How have NYUAD’s Art Center, Gallery, and UAE art and cultural institutions adapted to engage their global
audiences? How will this experience affect the way creators display their work moving forward? And what
more can arts institutions in the UAE, the US, and elsewhere, do to collaborate and share their programming
among their respective audiences?

Moderator

Mariét Westermann, Vice Chancellor, NYUAD

Mariét Westermann is vice chancellor and chief executive of NYUAD. She
previously served as executive vice president of The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, where she oversaw grantmaking and research. Westermann
was also the first provost of NYUAD and director and professor of NYU’s
Institute of Fine Arts, associate director of research at the Clark Art Insti-
tute, and a faculty member at Rutgers University. As a historian of Neth-
erlandish art she has authored numerous scholarly and museum pub-
lications, including the widely read A Worldly Art: The Dutch Republic
1585-1718, and curated the exhibition Art and Home: Dutch Interiors in
the Age of Rembrandt (Denver Art Museum and Newark Museum). Her
current research investigates the garden of Eden in the Judaic, Christian,
and Islamic traditions. She earned a BA at Williams College and a PhD
at the Institute of Fine Arts. Westermann serves on the boards of The
International Alliance for the Protection of Heritage in Conflict Areas, the
Educational Testing Service, and the Rijksmuseum, and chairs the Scholar
Rescue Fund.

Panel

HE Noura Bint Mohammed Al Kaabi, UAE Minister of
Culture and Youth

Her Excellency Noura was appointed Minister of Culture and Youth in
July 2020. Previously, HE had been Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development, Minister of State for Federal National Council Affairs. Her
Excellency holds a number of other prominent roles including President
of Zayed University; Chair of the National Commission for Education, Cul-
ture and Science; chairperson of the Higher Committee for UAE Pavilion
at Expo Dubai 2021, member of the Ministerial Development Council; the
UAE Soft Power Council; the National Elections Committee; the Board of
Trustees of the International Institute for Tolerance; and vice chair of the
Abu Dhabi Media Company. She was previously CEO and Chairperson
of the Board of Directors of twofour54 Media Free Zone. She holds a
BA in Management Information Systems from the United Arab Emirates
University. She completed an Executive Leadership Program at London
Business School in 20T11.

Maya Allison, Executive Director, NYUAD Art Gallery

Maya Allison is founding Executive Director of The NYUAD Art Gallery,
and Chief Curator at NYUAD. Previously, she held curator roles at Brown
University’s Bell Gallery, and at The RISD Museum, and directed the new
media festival Pixilerations, all in Providence, Rhode Island (USA). Recent
curatorial projects that included book-length publications include Slavs
and Tatars: Mirrors for Princes (URP Ringier / NYUAD Art Gallery, 2015),
Diana Al-Hadid: Phantom Limb (Skira / NYUAD Art Gallery, 2016), But We
Cannot See Them: Tracing a UAE Art Community, 1988-2008 (NYUAD
Art Gallery, 2017), and Zimoun (NYUAD Art Gallery, 2019). Outside the
university, she has guest-curated projects in the UAE, including Artists
and the Cultural Foundation: The Early Years (with book publication, Cul-
tural Foundation Abu Dhabi, 2018), a 30-year survey of 18 UAE artists.
She will also curate the 2022 National Pavilion of the UAE to the Venice
Biennale.

Bill Bragin, Executive Artistic Director, The Arts Center
at NYUAD

Bill Bragin is the founding executive artistic director of The Arts Center
at NYUAD, a “game-changer” (The National) since it began its programs
in 2015. Under his leadership, The Arts Center is a winner of the 2018 and
2019 Pride of Abu Dhabi Award, and Bragin has been a finalist twice for
Abu Dhabi AmCham’s Falcon Individual Award for Excellence. As direc-
tor of public programming of NY’s Lincoln Center from 2008-2014, he
oversaw the Midsummer Night Swing and Lincoln Center Out of Doors
festivals. Bragin is a co-founder of globalFEST, 2018 winner of the Asso-
ciation of Performing Arts Professionals’ William Dawson Award for Pro-
grammatic Excellence. As Director of Joe’s Pub at the Public Theater
from 2001-2007, he presented thousands of performances, and commis-
sioned the Tony Award-winning musical Passing Strange. Previous activ-
ities include roles atSymphony Space, NYNO record label, Central Park
SummerStage, and George Wein's Festival Productions, Inc.

Manuel Rabaté, Director, Louvre Abu Dhabi

Manuel Rabaté has been Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi since 2016 and
oversees all aspects of its operations and activity. The institution wel-
comed more than one million visitors in its first year, making it the 77th
most visited museum worldwide in 2018. Rabaté has worked on the mu-
seum since its inception, joining Agence France-Muséums a year after the
signature of the intergovernmental agreement between France and Abu
Dhabi, first as CFO, then Secretary General and CEO. Rabaté was Dep-
uty Director of Cultural Development of musée du quai Branly-Jacques
Chirac for its opening, managing the launch of the museum'’s first touring
exhibitions, notably Masques - Beauté des Esprits at the Bahrain National
Museum. He was Deputy Director of the auditorium of musée du Louvre,
where he participated in developing new programs accompanying the
creation of the Islamic Art department. He is a graduate of Sciences Po
and HEC business school, and a Knight of France’s National Order of
Merit.




10-YEAR SPECIAL REPORT

Here, we Grow: Celebrating 10 Years of Excellence, Innovation, and Engagement
in the UAE and Beyond

NYU Abu Dhabi’s 10 year special report tells the story of how NYUAD has contributed to the growth of Abu
Dhabi as a hub of knowledge and culture and showcases the highlights, milestones and achievements of the
University, its students and faculty, during its first decade.

In just over a decade, NYUAD has grown from a shared idea to a world class institution. During this time, the
University has championed a new model of higher education which is unique and shapes global leaders for
the 27t Century.

The report articulates this new model of education, demonstrates the impact of NYUAD since its founding
10 years ago and documents the University’s considerable achievements across research and innovation,
arts and culture, and community engagement in the region and across the globe.

THE ORIGIN STORY: AN ORAL HISTORY OF THE FOUNDING OF NYU ABU
DHABI 2005-2010

NYU Abu Dhabi is proud to present the unique story of how NYUAD evolved to become the world-class
institution we know today through the voices and stories of those that were there.

The Origin Story, an oral history, documents how the University came about. It begins with the story of how
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan and then NYU President John Sexton shared a vision and unwav-
ering desire to create a world-class liberal arts and research university in Abu Dhabi. This unprecedented
collaboration and the development of a true partnership between NYU and Abu Dhabi has helped build an
institution which is promoting a new model of education for the 215t Century.

The book, for the first time, offers a first-hand account of how the University came to being and the chal-
lenges and opportunities which were addressed in delivering this groundbreaking project. The voices in
the book include the visionaries, leaders, educators, architects, and administrators who were the pioneers
behind the project. The Origin Story book and accompanying video encapsulate the essence and spirit of

NYUAD in those key formative years.

TIME CAPSULE

Watch the video documenting the creation of the NYUAD time capsule. Conceived and created by students,
the time capsule was built in collaboration with the NYUAD Visual Arts team to commemorate the students
that were part of NYUAD during its first 10 years. The capsule has been placed in the campus Library, to be
opened again in 2030.

HERE, WE GROW

NYU Abu Dhabi is proud to present a series of special 10th anniversary videos that feature NYUAD commu-
nity members - faculty, students, alumni, and staff - discussing and reacting to select Tenth Talks topics and
highlighting areas of particular significance to NYUAD, its first ten years, and the next decade of success
and growth.

Explore all of the virtual events and special 10th anniversary content at nyuad.nyu.edu/10
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