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Renowned scholar of Arabian 
Peninsula lore and oral culture, 
Professor Saad Sowayan will be 
engaged in conversation about 
his Nabati Poetry project. This is 
a multi-faceted interdisciplinary 
project that has been researched 
for decades and that includes: 
socio-linguistic, aesthetic, literary, 
historical, and socio-cultural 
examinations of the poetic 
material and its associated 
narratives. It is the result of years 
of field work, issuing also from 
the study of manuscripts and 
published material in Arabic and 
European languages. Its scope 
is vast and quite unique, forming 
an invaluable register of recent 
and pre-modern Arabian culture. 
(An excellent overview of the 

project and related work can be 
had at www.saadsowayan.com.) 
This conversation will show the 
project’s potential for engagement 
with historical, political and 
literary scholarship alike.

Saad Abdalla Sowayan is a  
Professor at King Saud University

Bernard Haykel is a Professor of 
Near Eastern Studies & Director 
at The  Institute for Transregional 
Study of the Contemporary Middle 
East, North Africa and Central 
Asia at Princeton University

Philip F. Kennedy is Faculty 
Director, NYU Abu Dhabi Institute 
and Associate Professor of Middle 
Eastern and Islamic Studies and 
Comparative Literature at New 
York University

This event is free and open to  
the public.

RSVP nyuad@nyu.edu or  
tel. 02-406 9682

Seating is limited.

For more information on this  
series see http://nyuad.nyu.edu

Directions to Al Mamoura 
Auditorium, go to  
www.almamoura.ae/map.php
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